A comprehensive review of sedative and analgesic agents.
The intent of this article is to be a comprehensive, but by no means exhaustive, review of some of the agents used for CS. The major classes and their principal uses are presented: benzodiazepines, for sedation-hypnosis, anxiolysis, and, in the case of midazolam, amnesia; and opiates, for analgesia and sedation. Also included are the miscellaneous items etomidate and propofol, for sedation-hypnosis; ketamine, for sedation and analgesia; and the phenothiazines and butyrophenones. One should consider how the interactions between and among these agents can be used for the benefit of the patient undergoing CS, and also the danger in combining agents and the necessity of constant monitoring. The reporting of ADEs is a recurring theme, the value of which cannot be overemphasized in modern medical practice, not only to satisfy accreditation requirements but also to ensure patient safety and improve therapeutic choices of medications.